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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A) Complete each item by 
markin' 1 "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. It any item does not apply to the property being 
documented enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance enter 
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS 
Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 



1, Name of Property 

historic name Meekerville Historic District 

other names/site number Lake Shore Drive West Historic District 



2. Location 

street & number : 



303 Barry Avenue, 323, 330-341, 344 Wellington 
Avenue, 340 Oakdale Avenue. 



Not for publication 



city or town Chicago 

state Illinois code IL county Cook 



vicinity 

code 031 zip code 60657 



3. State/Fed eral Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for register, ng properties in the National 

Register of SliSric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth ,n 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 

property _✓ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

nationally^ statewide 'y' locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

/. — — ^ ^ — - — - 

Signature of certifying official uate 



Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See 

continuation sheet tor additional comments.) 



Signature of commenting or other official 



Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 



Meekerville Historic District 

Name of Property 



4. N ational Park Service Certification __ 

I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper 

entered in the National Register — 

See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 

National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 

National Register 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



Date of Action 



removed from the National Register 



other (explain): 



5. Classification 



Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 

public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

Category of Property 

(Check only one box) 

building(s) 

X district 

site 

structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
11 4 buildings 

0 0 sites 

0 1 structures 

Q 0 objects 

1 1 5 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 



N/A 



Meekerville Historic District 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



6. Fun ction or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: single dwelling 
Domestic: secondary structure 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: single dwelling 
Domestic: secondary structure 



7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Italian Renaissance 
Beaux Arts 
Tudor Revival 
Other: Georgian Revival 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation Stone 

Roof Asphalt shingle 

Walls Stone, brick 

other Limestone, Cast Iron 



Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 



Please refer to the continuation sheets. 



Meekerville Historic District 

Name of Property 

8. Statement of Significance 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance 1913-1930 

Significant Dates 1913 , 1922 , 1925 , 1926 , 1930 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder Platt, Charles A.; Van Doren Shaw, Howard; Rissman and Hirschfeld; Mayo 

& Mayo; Frommann, E.H.; and Lindquist, Frederick 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) Please refer to the continuation sheets 



Meekerville Historic District 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 

Federal agency 

Local government 

University 

_X Other 

Name of repository: Chicago Historical Society 



10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 3.95 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 3 

2 4 

_X See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 



Meekerville Historic District 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



1 1. Form Prepared By 

name/title Linda Peters, Ph.D., Architectural Historian 

organization Consultant date 

street & number 435 South Cleveland Avenue telephone 

city or town Arlington Heights state IL zip code 

Additional Docum entation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name multiple owners 

street & number 

city or town state 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, 
and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per 
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and 
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and 
the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



telephone 
zip code 



September 13, 2005 

847.506.0754 

60005 
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Description 

Summary 

The Meekerville Historic District is located near Lake Michigan on Chicago’s north side between Diversey and 
Belmont Avenues. The District contains sixteen resources-eight contributing houses along Barry, Wellington 
and Oakdale Avenues, three contributing carriages houses/garages, and five non-contributing resources. The 
residences represent the affluent lifestyle of the owners who resided there in the decades after World War I. 

The residences were built between 1913 and 1930. The architectural styles represented include Georgian 
Revival, Italian Renaissance Revival, Beaux Arts and Tudor Revival, as well as one residence with eclectic 
features. Developed later than the Gold Coast, another affluent area south of Lincoln Park, the Meekerville 
Historic District was constructed on a series of landfills along the shoreline of Lake Michigan. In the early 20' 
century, Lincoln Park expanded north of Diversey Parkway, which spurred the development of a fashionable 
neighborhood fronting on the park. Charles A. Platt, Howard Van Doren Shaw, Mayo & Mayo, Rissman and 
Hirschfeld, E.H. Frommann and Frederick Lindquist are the architects who designed residences in the District. 

Site 

The Meekerville Historic District is located about 3.7 miles north of Chicago’s Loop. It is between Lincoln 
Park on the east and the Lakeview area to the west. The District is situated between Belmont Harbor to the 
north and the Diversey Harbor to the south. Between the harbors, Lincoln Park narrows to a quarter mile wide 
area with Lake Shore Drive, a six-lane, limited access expressway on the east and Lake Shore Drive West on 
the western edge. Between the two roadways the park is a flat grassy lawn with public amenities located at the 
north and south ends. A fenced playground is near the Belmont side, while a golf driving range, putting greens, 
miniature golf and tennis courts are on the south end. There is a picnic grove between these features which is 
mostly grass with randomly planted deciduous trees. Along the western edge of the park are gravel paths and 
asphalt-paved paths lined with park benches. There is access to the lakefront and harbors through a tunnel 
under Lake Shore Drive at Belmont Avenue. 

Lake Shore Drive West is the edge between Lincoln Park and the rectangular grid of streets. The Drive is a 
two-lane roadway that is six blocks long. It was designed to handle local traffic between Belmont Avenue and 
Diversey Parkway. On its western edge is a deep setback that separates the Drive from the wall of residential 
buildings. It is a grassy expanse with a dense line of deciduous trees and bushes that form a wall of green 
against the buildings fronting the street. The Drive is somewhat densely built with housing types from the early 
20"’ century to the 1990s. Residential construction extends along most of this span and ranges from single- 
family structures to high-rise apartments and condominiums. High-rise structures have the advantage of being 
adjacent to Lincoln Park with a view over the outer drive to Lake Michigan. At the southern end, along 
Diversey Parkway, is the Commonwealth Plaza, built between 1953 and 1956. It is an apartment building 
designed by Mies van der Rohe. North of this are the buildings and parking garages of St. Joseph’s Hospital 
and Health Care Center. Belli & Belli designed St. Joseph’s in 1963. Most of the residential construction along 
the rest of Lake Shore Drive West is high-rise apartments some of which are for senior citizens. Adjacent to St. 
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Joseph’s and continuing the building height and massing is a red brick high-rise designed in 1990 by John 
Macasai & Associates. 1 Between Barry and Briar Avenues the street wall of high-rise construction continues. 
Most of these are in the International Style idiom with glass and steel curtain walls. 

Sidewalk and Street Plan 

The Meekerville Historic District is located on three streets that are one-block long, Barry, Wellington and 
Oakdale Avenues, extending between Lake Shore Drive West and Sheridan Road (Figure 1). Whereas the 
landscape opens to Lincoln Park on the east, the wall of construction along Sheridan Road forms a visual barrier 
to the west. Sheridan Road is mostly multi-story apartment buildings and condominiums that date from the 
1920s and the decades after World War II. High-rise construction also surrounds the District to the north and 
south. Sandwiched between these dense boundaries on three sides, the District represents the core of a single- 
family residential area that was developed largely in the 1920s. 

Barry, Wellington and Oakdale Avenues are two-lane roads intended to handle local traffic (Figures 2-5). All 
three streets have east-west alleys, as well as an alley that connects south Wellington and north Oakdale. The 
streets are lined with sidewalks and a verge planted with deciduous trees. Some verge surfaces are planted with 
grass, while others are left bare. The uniform front yard setback allows for a modest or shallow front garden. 
Many are planted with low boxwood hedges that outline the rectangular lawns. Some verges and front gardens 
have black wrought iron fences. The verge fences are about 20” high while the front yard fences are about 60” 
tall. Some fences have concrete gateposts. There are no streetlights. 

Six of the eight district houses are located on Wellington Avenue along both sides of the street. The two- to 
four-story massing of the District residences is suited to the flat topography as it nears the lake’s edge. The 
consistent street wall along Wellington is interrupted only at midblock on the north side by a high-rise building. 
At the northwest corner of Wellington and Lake Shore Drive West there is an unimproved lot lined by a chain 
link fence. The lot is part of the former Meeker property on Barry Avenue and contains a parking lot and 
vegetable gardens. There is one District residence on Oakdale Avenue and one on Barry Avenue. Both Barry 
and Oakdale Avenues contain a variety of building sizes and frinctions. On the east side of the Oakdale 
residence is a 3-story brick building from the mid-1940s while on the other side there is a 14-story brick 
apartment from the mid 1950s. On the south side of Oakdale there is a six-story brick building from the mid- 
1950s, and a concrete and glass high-rise from the mid-1960s. Barry Avenue has the same mixture of single- 
family residences and residential high rises. 



1 Designed for senior citizens, the living room sills are lowered to 20 inches above the floor to expand the view for those in a wheel 
chair. 



